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Self-Assessmenrt Guiding Questions

Students can use this guide to write their MSc Thesis Ethics Section

General

1 Isthere a third party that sponsors or hosts your research? If yes, may the source of funding have any
influence on the nature of the research?

2 List all the methodsl you plan to use for your data collection (and analysis). Have you considered any
ethical threats in play during your data collection, e.g. arising from temporal and spatial data
granularity?

3 Can any of these methods potentially negatively impact human participants (e.g., due to the type of
questions, the topics being discussed, the inferences generated, the type of data being used for
training the model or system, etc)?

4  Ifyou enrich data from one source with data from another source, what could be the potential negative
consequences?

5 If you are planning to develop new methodologies or technologies, what are the potential ethical
considerations and how do you plan to deal with them?

6  Which mitigation measures do you propose for the ethical threats mentioned in the questions prior?

Human subjects

7 Do you collect personal data from your participants? If yes, which personal data?

8 How did you compose the group of participants?

9 How long on average will an individual participant be exposed to your data collection?

10 How will you inform your study participants about your research?

11 Do you have informed consent and information leaflet?

12 Which risks have you identified regarding the confidentiality of the collected personal data?

13 Will participants receive any reward, incentive or payment for their participation in your research?

14 Which software will you use to analyse the personal data? Is this software GDPR Compliant?

Ethics related to other impacts of your MSc research

15
16

17

18

Could some of your research results have possible disadvantageous impacts?

What are the possible ethics risks from the unintended use or ‘application’ of your research data,
findings, or products.

What are the ethics risks from any possible uncertainties related to your research design,
methodology, or potential outcomes.

Which mitigation measures do you propose for the ethics risks mentioned in the questions prior?

All the questions above help to reflect further if your research could have negative impacts on humans or other
nature beings (animals, plants) themselves or over their practices and dynamics and if the resesearch could be
misused by third-parties (e.g., military purposes, contributing to population groups profiling or surveillance,
forced displacement of population due to different reasons, support of exploitative practices of nature or
humans, among others). It is helpful to consider these points during all the phases of the research (from data
collection to implementation and beyond, due to research findings).

1 Some types of data collection methods can be, but are not limited to: individual interviews, group interviews , surveys by my team or me,
surveys by others, real-life experiments (by intervention), laboratory experiments, usage of existing datasets, in-situ observation by
humans, in-situ observation by fixed locational sensors, in-situ observation by mobile sensors, any other.
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