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AARSE AARSE 
is a nonis a non--political scientific organizationpolitical scientific organization

The formulation of National Professional 
Associations in Geoinformation across 

African countries and the 
establishment of appropriate scientific 

commissions are our goal.



BackgroundBackground

The African Association of Remote Sensing of the 
Environment (AARSE) was formed in August 

1992 during an international conference 
organized by the United Nations in cooperation 

with the Government of the United States of 
America on: 

"satellite remote sensing for resources 
management, Environmental Assessment 
and Global Changes Studies: Needs and 
Applications of Developing Countries"

held in Boulder, Colorado, USA. 



The need to form the Association was The need to form the Association was 
formed by several reasons including:formed by several reasons including:

• The reported benefits being derived from the 
application of remote sensing and the 
contribution being made towards the indigenous 
development of these technologies by the 
participants from other countries; 

• The prevailing low level contribution of the 
natural resources to the socioeconomic 
development of most African countries; 



• The resource and environmental 
management practice in Africa, resulting in 
unprecedented depletion, destruction and 
degradation of the resource base; and 

• The inadequate human and institutional 
capacity to redress the situation in order to 
evolve a sustainable development 
strategy.



ObjectivesObjectives

The objectives of AARSE among others were:

· To assist its members as well as national, regional 
and international user community through timely 
dissemination of scientific, technical, policy and 
program information in all aspects of space science 
and technology through a Newsletter (see for 
example, the attached quarterly newsletter); 

· To provide a forum to address issues of common 
interest through the conduct of conferences, seminars 
and workshops; 



· To promote a greater cooperation and 
coordination of efforts among African countries, 
institutions and industries in the development of 
space technology and its application to natural 
resources and environmental issues; 

· To promote greater appreciation of the benefit of 
the technology, especially, remote sensing and 
Geographic Information System (GIS) in the 
pursuance of an African priority program for 
Economic Recovery and sustainable 
development.



· To exchange views and ideas on technology, 
systems, policy and services of remotely sensed 
data and GIS which are applicable to the 
betterment of Africa; 

· To improve teaching and training in remote 
sensing and GIS and to collect, evaluate and 
disseminate results and failures in remote 
sensing activities from all over the world; 

· To conduct other remotely sensed and GIS 
activities consistent with its aims.



For effective implementation of the above For effective implementation of the above 
objectives, AARSE:objectives, AARSE:

• Holds a biannual AARSE Conference, annual 
workshops, symposiums and tutorials to exchange and 
discuss ideas related to the usage of remotely sensed 
data and GIS in environmental and natural resources' 
assessment in Africa and elsewhere; 

· Stimulates national societies/associations to be created 
in each African country and encourage them to conduct 
seminars/symposiums/workshops on the usage of such 
technology in problems related to their countries; 

· Initiates studies for feasibility of special tasks and 
projects in remotely sensed data and GIS to be 
implemented in the continent; 



MembershipMembership

• Membership of AARSE: 

• Membership of Regional and International 
Organization:



New ChallengesNew Challenges

A number of challenges before us include:
· How to increase the awareness of our political leaders, 

captains of industries and leaders of other professional 
associations about the great potentials of geospatial 
technologies (especially, remote sensing, GPS and GIS). 

· How the envisaged increase in the awareness of the 
potential of the technologies can lead to the legitimacy of 
the technologies across African countries with 
corresponding national support for long-term 
commitment to the development and use of the 
technologies for sustainable development. 



· How to influence tertiary institutions to 
introduce education and research 
programs in those fields; 

· How to regularly publish the AARSE 
newsletter.



AARSE WebsiteAARSE Website
http://http://www.itc.nl/aarsewww.itc.nl/aarse//



AARSE Logo AARSE Logo –– From Old to NewFrom Old to New



AARSE PublicationsAARSE Publications



The 3The 3rdrd AARSE ConferenceAARSE Conference

Geosciences for Reconstruction Geosciences for Reconstruction 

&&

DevelopmentDevelopment

REMOTE SENSING & (GIS)  IN AFRICAREMOTE SENSING & (GIS)  IN AFRICA

OrganisedOrganised by:by:

The Society of Eritrean Earth Scientists The Society of Eritrean Earth Scientists 
(SEES)(SEES)

The African Association of Remote The African Association of Remote 
Sensing of the Environment Sensing of the Environment 

(AARSE)(AARSE)

CoCo--sponsored by:sponsored by:

The Ministry of Energy, Mines & Water The Ministry of Energy, Mines & Water 
Resources, Eritrea Resources, Eritrea 

The Ministry of AgricultureThe Ministry of Agriculture



AARSE CoAARSE Co--Organized WorkshopsOrganized Workshops

A& D meeting, Par is 2-3 March 2006

Afr ica, October  2005

The User and the GEOSS Architecture II
- Applications for Africa -

Tshwane (Pretoria), South Africa 29- 30 October 2005

Sponsored by:



SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE DE                CENTRE NATIONAL DE TELEDETECTION             ASSOCIATION AFRICAINE
 PHOTOGRAMMETRIE ET                             ET DE  SURVEILLANCE DU COUVERT              DE TELEDETECTION POUR
DE TELEDETECTION                                                    FORESTIER                                                       L ' ENVIRONNEMENT

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY                NATIONAL CENTRE FOR  REMOTE SENSING            AFRICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
 FOR PHOTOGRAMMETRY                   AND   FOREST COVER MONITORING                         REMOTE SENSING AND
  AND REMOTE SENSING                                                                                                                      ENVIRONMENT

THEME

PROMOUVOIR LE TRANSFERT DE
TECHNOLOGIES SPATIALES ET LA

FORMATION EN GEOMATIQUE EN AFRIQUE

PROMOTING SPACE TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER AND GEOMATICS EDUCATION

IN AFRICA

DATE :06 AU 09 DECEMBRE 1999/06 TO 09 DECEMBER 1999
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AARSEAARSE’’ss PRIDEPRIDE



Education & Education & 
TrainingTraining



http://www.narss.sci.eg/aarse2006/http://www.narss.sci.eg/aarse2006/

NEXT AARSE 2008 CONFERENCE – ACCCRA, GHANA


