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Group on Earth Observations (GEO)

DRAFT REPORT

CAPE TOWN MINISTERIAL SUMMIT
30 November 2007

Cape Town, South Africa

THE MINISTERIAL SUMMIT: EARTH OBSERVATIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

1. Welcome Address & Introduction

The Summit was opened at 9h00 by GEO Co-Chair and Summit chair Philemon Mjwara of South Africa. He remarked on the success of the GEO-IV Plenary Meeting. He drew attention to the GEO Exhibition, calling it a microcosm of GEOSS (see Annex II for list of exhibitors). He announced that Mr David Grimes of Canada would present the Report on Progress and the Annex containing 100 Early Achievements to the Ministers on behalf of the entire GEO community.

Co-Chair Zheng Guoguang of China noted the increasingly important contribution of GEOSS to the nine SBAs. Recognizing the many remaining challenges, he called for further coordination in developing Earth observation systems. He informed the newly arrived Ministers and other Summit participants of China’s offer to host GEO-V in 2008.

Co-Chair Conrad Lautenbacher of the USA said that the Summit was celebrating two years of achievements and he looked forward to further progress over the next eight years. 
Co-Chair Zoran Stančič of the EC also recognized the great steps taken over the past two years, as described in the Report on Progress. He called the Summit an historical milestone and “the end of the beginning”. He expected GEOSS to become a timely and reliable source of Earth observation information.

The Secretariat Director stated that this was the first Ministerial Summit since the establishment of GEO. It provided an opportunity to review the work accomplished, the level of cooperation achieved, and emblematic projects such as GEONETCast and CBERS. 

The chair outlined the agenda for the Summit, including the adoption of the Declaration and the visit to the GEO Exhibition. 

Minister of Science and Technology Mosibudi Mangena of South Africa delivered the Welcoming Address. He observed that the space age had begun 50 years ago with the launch of Sputnik in 1957. Space is the ideal location for learning more about the Earth, and today dozens of satellites are monitoring the planet. Earth observations do much more than satisfy scientific curiosity: they are crucial to our survival. GEO can support African and other developing countries in addressing the challenges of health, disasters, water and pollution.

The chair invited Ministers and heads to delegations to visit the Exhibition, where the Executive Director made a slide presentation using the Exhibition “video wall” to illustrate how GEOSS is interconnecting diverse systems and organizations.
2. GEO Progress 
After the return of participants to the conference hall, the Co-Chair from the EC took over the chair and requested Mr David Grimes of Canada to present the Report on Progress and the Annex outlining the progress on GEO. The presentation was warmly applauded by the participants.

3. Discussion and Statements
The chair then invited Ministers and heads of delegations to deliver their remarks. Statements were made by Minister of Science and Technology Yongyuth Yuthavong of Thailand; Vice Minister for Roads and Transport Ali Mohammed Noorian of Iran; Vice Minister of Science and Technology Yoon Chung of the Republic of Korea; Deputy Minister of Science and Technology Luiz Antonio Barreto de Castro of Brazil; Minister of Energy Valerio Gutierrez of Honduras; Minister of Land Reform and Management Jagati Bahadur Bogati of Nepal, President Anton Anton of the National Authority for Scientific Research of Romania; and Minister of Education, Culture, Sports Science and Technology Kisaburo Tokai of Japan. 
Statements were also delivered by the heads of delegation of Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bangladesh, Belize, Canada, Chile, Croatia and Hungary.
Statements continued after lunch and were delivered by Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Panama, Portugal, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, and the UK.

A number of Participating Organizations also made statements. WMO Secretary-General Mr Michel Jarraud spoke on behalf of the United Nations family. The African Association of Remote Sensing of the Environment, the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites, EuroGeoSurvey, the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites, the Committee on Space Research, the European Environment Agency, the Global Climate Observing System, the Global Ocean Observing System, the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association, the International Association of Geodesy, the International Council for Science, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, the International Hydrographic Office, the Open Geospatial Consortium, the Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans,  The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, the Global Terrestrial Observing System, and the United Nations University also took the floor.

Many of the above statements are posted at http://www.earthobservations.org/pr_speeches.shtml
4. Reading of the Declaration and its Adoption
The chair then invited Minister Mangena to read out the Declaration for the consideration of the Summit. The Declaration was adopted by acclamation.

5. Closing Statements
Final statements were made by Minister of Science and Technology Wan Gang of the People’s Republic of China, Commissioner for Science and Research Janez Potocnik of the European Commission, Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne of the United States, and Minister Mangena of South Africa.

The chair thanked the participating Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Ambassadors for their presence and political leadership and closed the Summit at 17h00. 
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